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CALENDAR

OF EVENTS

Thursday, 

December 11, 2008

7:30-9:00 AM
MCA Board Meeting

MCA Office
4248 Park Glen Road

Minneapolis, MN 55416
Please RSVP by calling

952.928.4646

Wednesday, 

January 28, 2009

6:00 - 9:00 PM
Awards of Excellence

Dinner & Gala

Minneapolis Golf Club
Registration Deadline -

January 20, 2009

Tuesday, June 2, 2009

MCA Scholarship Golf

Tournament

The Links at Northfork
Golf Course

Registration Deadline -
May 22, 2009 

Submit Your Nomination for the
2009 MCA Awards of Excellence!
Each year the MCA recognizes construction projects and members that make
substantial contributions to the community and the Association through the
Awards of Excellence Ceremony. It is not too early to submit nominations for
the outstanding projects that you worked on or the outstanding individuals
that you worked with in 2008. Nominations will be considered for the following
categories:  

MCA PROJECT EXCELLENCE AWARDS
New Project valued under $10,000,000 
New Project valued over $10,000,000 
Renovation, Expansion or Tenant Improvement Project
Government Construction Project 
Green/Sustainable Project  

MCA OUTSTANDING MEMBER OF THE YEAR AWARD
This selection will be made by the MCA Awards Committee and Board of Directors to recognize the
individual who has made significant contributions for the betterment of the association and his/her
profession.

MCA INDIVIDUAL EXCELLENCE AWARDS
General Contractor of the Year
Sub-Contractor of the Year
Project Manager of the Year
Superintendent of the Year
Foreman of the Year

For more information about the criteria for each of these awards and a
nomination form, please visit http://www.mnconstruction.org/highlight.htm
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of Directors

President
PHILLIP BAUM

Steiner Construction Services 

Vice President
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Fabyanske, Westra, Hart &
Thomson, P.A

Treasurer
GREGG A. JOHNSON

Weis Builders

Secretary 
ROBERT STRUVE
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Past President
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DIRECTORS
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Executive Director & Editor
MCA is a non-profit association dedicated to educating and promoting the construction industry.
Statements of fact and opinion in this publication are the responsibility of the authors alone and do
not necessarily reflect or imply the opinion of the members, directors or staff of MCA.
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President’s 
Column
By Phillip Baum

2008is nearly complete and
I am pleased to report

that MCA has made great strides
this past year. We started the year by
initiating "The MCA Scholarship
Program". In the fall of 2008 MCA

awarded a scholarship to Scott Kent. Scott is a student in the
construction management program at Minnesota State University,
Mankato. On June 2, 2009 MCA will host the MCA 2009
Scholarship Golf Tournament. Proceeds from the event will go
towards our scholarship fund.

The MCA Awards Committee has added a new category of awards
to honor an outstanding General Contractor, Sub-Contractor,
Project Manager, Superintendent and Foreman in our industry.
This was our effort to recognize not only the projects that are built
in Minnesota, but to recognize the individuals responsible for
building those projects.

I want to thank all the committee members and the Board of
Directors for their dedication this past year as it has translated into
achieving our highest membership to date. MCA is a great
organization and I encourage you to give back to the industry that
has been good to you by volunteering your time on the Board of
Directors or joining one of the MCA committees.

Lastly, I want to thank Corinna Hastings (MCA Executive
Director) for her dedication and effort in assisting us to achieve
our 2008 MCA goals. I was humbled and honored to serve as your
2008 MCA President and look forward to my continued
involvement in this outstanding organization. I wish you all a
prosperous 2009.



The Minnesota Construction Association invites you to
participate in the 2009 Scholarship Golf Tournament!  In 2008,
MCA awarded one (1) $1000 scholarship to a student at the
University of Minnesota - Mankato. At the 2009 Golf
Tournament, we hope to raise enough funds to increase the
number of scholarships we can award to students in
Construction Management and related Construction programs.

For more information and to register, please visit
http://www.mnconstruction.org/golf.htm.

When: 
TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 2009

Where:
The Links at Northfork Golf Course in Ramsey, MN
www.golfthelinks.com

Fees: 
Cost Per Person: $110

Registration and cancellation deadline is May 22, 2009.

Sponsorships:
As a non-profit organization, we are looking for support from
MCA members and local businesses to offset the costs of this
tournament. We invite you to be a part of this event, which will
provide you with an excellent opportunity to promote your
organizations' services to the construction industry in
Minnesota.

Event Sponsor: $1000, limit 5
Hole Sponsor: $150
Premium Hole Sponsor: $500
Cart Sponsor: $200
Prize donations for raffle drawing

Many Thanks to Our Event Sponsor for
Their Generous Support!

GOLF TOURNAMENT
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Learn more ONLINE!
Visit the MCA Website
www.mnconstruction.org

Get information on upcoming events,
review the benefits of being a member
or sponsor, view samples of past
newsletters, or access our online
member directory.

Questions or comments about the site?
Just email the MCA Headquarters:
info@mnconstruction.org

For instant MCA access - 

the web is where it’s at!

Please help the MCA welcome
our newest member!

TRANE – COMPANY MEMBERSHIP

At Trane, we're all about air - cool air, warm air, clean air. As a
world leader in air conditioning systems, services and
solutions, we control the comfort of the air for people in
homes and many of the world's largest and most famous
commercial, industrial and institutional buildings. And we're
applying Trane's expertise in environmental technology and
energy conservation to make a difference in energy efficiency
around the globe.

www.trane.com

Minnesota
Construction
Association

Networking.
Business Development. 

Education.

m c a
minnesota const ruct ion assoc iat ion
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Phillip Baum with John Crudele after his wonderful
presentation for the November MCA meeting. John
came highly recommended, was well received and his
remarks touched a chord with everyone. He reminded
our members to seriously reflect upon what is
important and a priority in both work and life. He can
be contacted at john@johncrudele.com.

New 2% Minnesota Income Tax Withholding on
Construction Contractors Starts January 2009 

By Grant M. Tentis, CPA, MBT, BPK&Z CPAs and Consultants

S
tarting January 1, 2009, construction contractors will be required to withhold 2 percent of any payments made to
independent contractors "carrying on a trade or business" that exceed $600 in total payments in a calendar year.
This is similar to employers that are required to withhold state income tax on an employee's paychecks. The new

withholding requirement for independent contractors is one way for the state to track income reporting, which has
been an issue in the industry for years.

The law applies to all construction trades as defined by the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS)
codes 23 through 23890 and will only apply to work that is done in Minnesota. In order to be considered an
independent contractor as of January 1, 2009, you will also be required to obtain from the Department of Labor and
Industry an Independent Contractor Exemption Certificate (ICEC). [See "Legal Change Will Turn Some Contractors

Into Employees" article in the September 2008 issue of Construction Views.] 

If you are providing goods or performing services in return for payment/income, you are "carrying on a trade or business."  Total payments
reaching the $600 threshold includes such things as cost of materials, the services of the construction contractor and any subcontracted
labor.

The 2 percent withholding starts once the payments reach $600 and must include the first $600. The withholding should be reported on
the IRS 1099-MISC form and be recorded under "State Tax Withheld."  

For more information on the new tax you can check out the FAQs at:
http://www.taxes.state.mn.us/taxes/withholding/tax_information/frequently_asked_
questions/withholding_construction_contractors_faq.shtml

For information on the ICEC certificate, go to: http://www.doli.state.mn.us/ic.html

Grant joined the Tax Advisory Group of BPK&Z in 2000 and became a shareholder in 2006. He has a wide range of experience in corporate,
individual, and partnership taxation in a variety of industries. As BPK&Z's Construction Practice Group leader, Grant focuses on construction
and real estate with a special focus on multiple business structures. Grant can be reached at gtentis@bpkz.com or (763) 546-6211.
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STEINER DEVELOPMENT, INC., Wayzata, Minnesota, acted as
developer on a land sale between long time neighborhood
businessman Mr. Larry Olson ("Seller") and Aldi, Inc. of Minnesota
("Buyer"). The site know as 271-281 Ruth Street owned by Mr.
Olson consisted of two parcels; one occupied by a vacant restaurant
and the second being a Marathon C-store. Mr. Olson operated the
C-store at Ruth Street and Suburban Avenue for over 39 years.

Steiner Construction Services will build Aldi's newest prototype on
the site with completion anticipated for early spring 2009. The
scale of the retail building will be 16,800 sf and the exterior design
and layout incorporates the Sun Ray-Suburban revitalization vision
for pedestrian-friendly access from Ruth Street and Suburban
Avenue. Address for the new store will be 2005 Suburban Avenue.

For additional information call Todd Balsiger, Vice President -
Business Development at Steiner Development, Inc. (952) 473-5650.

KRAUS-ANDERSON® CONSTRUCTION COMPANY (KA), one
of the nation's premier commercial general contractors and
construction managers, has begun construction on the first phase
of a $10 million, multi-year facility improvement program for
Riverwood Healthcare Center in Aitkin, Minn.

The first phase of the building program includes a $2.2 million
MRI addition and Imaging Area remodel, expected to be
completed in June of 2009.

Riverwood Healthcare Center is a 24-bed critical access hospital with
primary care clinics in Aitkin, Garrison and McGregor, Minn.
Riverwood services includes surgical, radiology, rehabilitation, cardio
pulmonary, specialty clinics and emergency care. Riverwood became
the first rural hospital in Minnesota to obtain Level III Trauma
Center designation, enhancing lifesaving care for trauma patients.

KRAUS-ANDERSON® CONSTRUCTION COMPANY (KA), one
of the nation's premier commercial general contractors and
construction managers, has broken ground on Ely-Bloomenson
Community Hospital and Nursing Home (EBCH) in Ely, Minn.
Located at 328 W Conan St. in Ely, construction is expected to be
completed in May 2010. This is the second construction project
that Kraus-Anderson has done for EBCH.

The 45,000-square-foot, $9 million renovation project includes
major renovations to the existing hospital space, physical and
occupational therapy, administration offices, new ambulance
garage and public corridor links.

Designated as a Critical Access Hospital, EBCH has served Ely and
the surrounding communities since 1958 with surgical services,
treatment, rehabilitation and a full range of inpatient and
outpatient services, including medical, surgical, and intensive and
coronary care. The facility also offers home health care and
hospice, chemotherapy, occupational therapy, cardiac rehab, social
services and radiology services.

AMERICAN ENGINEERING TESTING, INC. (AET) announces the
appointment of DR. CHUNHUA HAN, PH.D as Principal Engineer for
its Geotechnical Division. Dr. Han joined AET in fall of 2008 to complete
the development of a full-service infrastructure and pavement engineering
group with capabilities in geotechnical exploration, material testing, non-
destructive evaluation and testing of pavement structures. His specific
expertise will expand AET's experience with non-destructive pavement
evaluation, which includes the Falling Weight Deflectometer (FWD),
Light Weight Deflectometer (LWD) and Ground Penetrating Radar

(GPR). He will also use his expertise in pavement material modulus
testing to expand laboratory capabilities for paving and soil materials.

Prior to joining AET, Dr. Han was involved in pavement design,
construction, maintenance and research for the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), state departments of transportation,
transportation agencies of counties and cities, and in the private sector.
He was also involved in highway technology transfer and training for
both American and Chinese engineers under the Local Road Research
Board of Minnesota Department of Transportation and the World
Bank. Dr. Han is the author of numerous technical publications.

Dr. Han worked for the University of Minnesota Civil Engineering
Department as a Research/Teaching Assistant. He also has
experience with Mining as an Assistant Professor for Northeastern
University in China. He is a member of the American Society of
Civil Engineers (ASCE), the Association of Asphalt Paving
Technologies (AAPT) and the Minnesota Area Association of
Physics Teachers (MAAPT).

Dr. Han received his undergraduate degree from Shenyang,
Liaoning Province, the Peoples Republic of China in 1982 and his
Ph.D. degree in geotechnical engineering from the University of
Minnesota in 1991. He is a licensed engineer in Minnesota,
Wisconsin, South Dakota, Iowa and North Dakota. Dr. Han is
originally from Beijing, the People's Republic of China and
currently resides with his family in Shoreview, MN.

RJM Construction announced today that it has been selected by
the City of Chanhassen to build a new public works facility. Acting
as the construction manager for the City, RJM will begin building
the 83,000 sq. ft. facility in April 2009. Oertel Architects will be the
designer of the project.

With a budget of $8 million, the new complex will include
administrative offices, employee support areas, a fleet maintenance
facility and vehicle storage building.

In 2007, the City of Chanhassen conducted a study to identify
operation and maintenance space needs for its Public Works
Department, which is comprised of the Street Maintenance, Sewer
and Water Utilities, Park Maintenance and Fleet Maintenance. The
study found the best option for the growing community was to
build a new facility on land owned by the City.

RJM presented experience building similar industrial facilities and
working with local communities. "We pride ourselves on delivering
quality facilities that will serve the community for years to come,"
said Brian Recker, vice president, RJM Construction.

Paul Oehme, City of Chanhassen Director of Public Works, is
excited to work with RJM Construction. "The City looks forward to
utilizing RJM Construction's experience in delivering a quality
building and to bring our project in on time and on budget."

Would you like to see your name or your company’s 
name in the Member To Member section of

Construction Views? If so, please send all company 
press releases, announcements and updates to:

Corinna Hastings, Executive Director and Editor
info@mnconstruction.org or 

4248 Park Glen Road, Minneapolis, MN 55416 
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SPONSORS & PROSPECTORS

MCA | Prospectors

Nathan Thome - Five new members

You only need to recruit 5 new members
to become a MCA Prospector in 2008! 

Still Digging 
Phillip Baum - Four new members

Jeff Berends - One new member

Gary Heppelmann - Two new members

Mike Purfeerst - Two new members

Note: Recruiting a Company Membership 
counts as two (2) new members.

We Can’t Thank
You Enough!

We thank the following 
Platinum Sponsors 

($1,000 level) for their support:

Cobb, Strecker, Dunphy 
& Zimmermann, Inc.

Kraus Anderson 
Construction Company

Weis Builders

MCA
4248 Park Glen Road
Minneapolis, MN 55416
(952) 928–4646 • fax (952) 929–1318
www.mnconstruction.org
info@mnconstruction.org

Corinna Hastings
Executive Director and Editor
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MCA OUTSTANDING MEMBER OF THE YEAR AWARD 
 
This selection will be made by the MCA Awards Committee and Board of Directors to recognize the individual who 
has made significant contributions for the betterment of the association and his/her profession based on the 
following: 

 Recruiting 

 Administrative Leadership (excluding the President and President-elect) 

 Involvement in programs 

 Socializing/ warm welcome 

 Rendered outstanding service in promoting and furthering the mission and programs of the MCA 

 Offered continuous commitment to improvement of the construction process through education, service, 
contributions, or specific accomplishments 

 Has been a continuous member of MCA for not less than 3 years 
 
To nominate someone for this award, please send a letter stating why the candidate is worthy of honor.  
Nominations may be sent via email to info@mnconstruction.org or via letter to MCA, 4248 Park Glen Road, 
Minneapolis, MN 55416. 
 

 

MCA INDIVIDUAL EXCELLENCE AWARDS 
 

New for 2009!  MCA will honor companies and individuals in five new categories.  To nominate a company or 
individual for one of these awards, please complete the Individual Excellence Award nomination form. 
 
1. General Contractor of the Year 

 Is proactive.  Provides excellent supervision and follow-through on action items. 

 Excels at scheduling and coordination of material deliveries and subcontractor’s work to ensure that work is 
completed within the schedule constraints of the project. 

 Promptly pays subcontractors and suppliers for work performed and materials provided.   

 Exhibits fairness in dispute resolution. 

 Has an excellent reputation in the construction industry.  Consistently exceeds owner’s needs and 
expectations.  

 Maintains a good relationship with subcontractors by engaging in good business practices during the 
bidding process. 

 
2. Sub-Contractor of the Year 

 Is proactive.  Provides excellent supervision and follow-through on action items. 

 Is a leader in their field of expertise or has skills, abilities, and products that make them the right fit for the 
job. 

 Provide other project participants with technical, financial, installation, and manufacturing/delivery 
information to enable efficient decision making processes. 

 Has excellent communication with project participants.  Promptly responds to call backs and warranty items.  
Exhibits a teamwork and partnership attitude. 

 Implements and enforces project safety rules and regulations. 
 

3. Project Manager of the Year 

 Is able to effectively represent the interests of the contractor, subcontractors, suppliers, and the contractor’s 
consultants. 

mailto:info@mnconstruction.org
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