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MINNESOTA CONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATION
March 2009

Upcoming

Events

WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 18, 2009

8:00-9:00 AM
Collecting Money 

In A Down Economy
Patrick Lee-O’Halloran & 

Dyanna L. Street (Fabyanske, 
Westra, Hart & Thomson, P.A.)

8000 Norman Center Drive
Second Floor Conference Room

Bloomington, MN 55437 

THURSDAY, 
MARCH 19, 2009

5:00 PM
Happy Hour with MCA

Majors Sports Café 
in Golden Valley 

TUESDAY, 
APRIL 14, 2009

12:00 PM – 1:30 PM
MCA Board Meeting

MCA Offi ce
4248 Park Glen Road

Minneapolis, MN 55416
Please RSVP by calling 

952.928.4646

WEDNESDAY, 
APRIL 22, 2009

8:00-9:00 AM
Be a Rainmaker – 

Today and Tomorrow
Nick Ruehl (Ruehl + Associates)

8000 Norman Center Drive
Second Floor Conference Room

Bloomington, MN 55437 

TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 2009
MCA Scholarship 
Golf Tournament

The Links at Northfork 
Golf Course

Registration Deadline – 
May 22, 2009 

MCA 2009 Golf Tournament 

Sponsorships!  

The generous support of MCA members and local businesses will be the 
key to the success of the MCA 2009 Scholarship Golf Tournament. We have 
a variety of sponsorship opportunities available, but they are going fast so 
sign up today!

• Event Sponsor - $1000 (limit 5)

• Hole Sponsor - $150

• Premium Hole Sponsor - $500

• Cart Sponsor - $200

• Prize donations for raffl e drawing

If you would like to lend your support, please complete and return 
the form at the end of this month’s newsletter as soon as possible to 
ensure your sponsorship. Deadline is May 22, 2009.  If you need further 
information, call Corinna at the MCA offi ce, (952) 928-4646 or email her 
at info@mnconstruction.org.

mailto:info@mnconstruction.org
http://www.mnconstruction.org
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PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN
By Patrick Lee-O’Halloran 

MCA 2009
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
Patrick J. Lee-O’Halloran

Fabyanske, Westra, Hart 
& Thomson, P.A

VICE PRESIDENT
Gregg A. Johnson

Weis Builders

TREASURER
Robert Struve

American Engineering Testing, Inc.

SECRETARY
William L. Jundt
RJM Construction

PAST PRESIDENT
Phillip Baum

Steiner Development

DIRECTORS

Gary Heppelmann
BOR-SON Construction, Inc.

Jeremy Larson
Duke Construction

Mike Purfeerst
Steiner Construction Services, LLC

Michael A. Schoenecker
Winkelman Building Corp.

Alana Sunness Griffi th
Empirehouse, Inc.

Joel R. Swanson
HNTB Corporation

Rory Synstelien
Loucks Associates

STAFF

Corinna Hastings
Executive Director & EditorMCA is a non-profi t association dedicated to educating and promoting the construction industry. 

Statements of fact and opinion in this publication are the responsibility of the authors alone and do 
not necessarily refl ect or imply the opinion of the members, directors or staff of MCA.

MARCH: 
in like a lion, 
out like a lamb! 

I still remember my second grade teacher, Mrs. Walker, using 
this proverb to convert a gloomy chill into hope for an 
early spring.  One can only hope this proverb applies to the 

fi nancial forecasts, as well as the weather! 

But like most of the construction industry, I prefer concrete 
actions to hope.  Here’s one strategy for weathering the 
downturn:  MCA membership.  In times like these, we’re all 
looking for “bang” for our bucks, and MCA’s benefi ts fi t the 
bill.  Each month, MCA members meet at breakfast programs 
that we carefully select to provide pertinent information of 
interest to our construction-industry membership.  In addition 
to this opportunity for education and professional growth, 
these meetings are a place to meet and greet the best and 
brightest of Minnesota’s construction industry.  MCA has more 
than 200 fi rms and individual members from the construction 
industry – construction managers, project managers, general 
contractors, subcontractors, owners, engineers, architects, 
attorneys, suppliers, and developers.  Whether you’re looking 
for projects, talent, or resources these meetings are great 
networking opportunities.   

So please join us for this month’s breakfast program, and 
learn more about the nuts and bolts of collection in the 
construction industry.  We’ll provide the breakfast and some 
useful information about liens, bonds, and payment strategies.  
You’ll get the chance to increase your knowledge and your 
professional network at the same time.  See you there!

http://www.mnconstruction.org
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Join Fellow MCA 
Members for 

Free Appetizers
at Happy Hour on 

March 19th!
Join us (and bring a friend) 

for this opportunity to network 
with your peers, exchange success 
stories, and fi nd solutions to your 

job site challenges. We will be 
meeting at Majors Sports Café 
of Golden Valley at 5:00 PM on 

Thursday March 19th.  

Please RSVP to (952) 928-4646 or 
email info@mnconstruction.org 

if you plan to attend 
(so we can order enough 
appetizers for everyone)!

Minnesota
Construction
Association

Networking.
Business Development. 

Education.

Please help MCA welcome 
our newest member!

Ruehl + Associates — 
Nick Ruehl
Nick advises businesses in strategic planning, business 
development and team building.  He is a speaker, trainer, 
and coach and has workshops on:

• Growing Leaders
• Creating a Business Development Culture
• Developing Client Relationships
• Understanding Self and Others
• Improving Communication and Team Dynamics

Nick is a qualifi ed MBTI Administrator.

mailto:info@mnconstruction.org
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Wednesday, March 18, 2009 | 8:00-9:00 a.m.

Collecting Money In A Down Economy
Patrick Lee O’Halloran & Dyanna L. Street 

(Fabyanske, Westra, Hart & Thomson, P.A.)

8000 Norman Center Drive

Second Floor Conference Room

Bloomington, MN 55437 

MCA members who are fortunate enough to be working in the current 
environment are understandably anxious to collect every dollar of their 
receivables.  But will yesterday’s tried and true collection methods still 
work in today’s economy?  Full-time construction attorneys Patrick 
Lee-O’Halloran and Dyanna Street will present their views on collecting 
money in 2009, discussing and taking questions on the following topics:  

• Contract payment provisions 

• Elements of mechanics’ lien and payment bond claims 

• Deadlines to remember, forms to follow 

• Alternate payment strategies to consider

Register now for MCA’s March & April Programs!

Wednesday, April 22, 2009 | 8:00-9:00 a.m.

Be a Rainmaker – Today and Tomorrow
Nick Ruehl (Ruehl + Associates)

8000 Norman Center Drive

Second Floor Conference Room

Bloomington, MN 55437 

Sure times are tough, but there are actions to take – to fi nd work 
today, and to position yourself and your company for the future.  
In this interactive presentation, participants will learn about:  

• Tactical steps you can take to fi nd work in the near future

• Ideas for improving your personal value to your organization

• Strategic concepts for positioning your company to compete in the future

Nick Ruehl is owner and President of Ruehl + Associates, a fi rm that advises 
high performing companies in strategic planning, business development and 
team building.  He is a speaker and resource to A/E/C organizations on topics 
related to “Building a Culture of Business Development.” 

http://www.mnconstruction.org
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Minnesota Construction Association (MCA) Program Registration
Pricing (per program): 

❑ Wednesday, March 18, 2009
❑ Wednesday, April 22, 2009 

$50 Non-Members
$35  Members at the door
$30  Members pre-registered & pre-paid
$25  each for three (3) or more individuals 
 from the same member company

Name(s) _____________________________________________ Phone ________________________________________________ 

Company __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address (non–members) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ Zip ____________________________

❑ Visa  ❑ MC       C.C. No. _______________________________________________ Exp. Date ____________________________  

Amount Enclosed $ ____________________

Return registration with payment to: 
MCA | 4248 Park Glen Road | Minneapolis, MN 55416

Phone (952) 928-4646 | Fax (952) 929-1318

Learn more ONLINE! 

Visit the MCA Website

www.mnconstruction.org

Get information on upcoming events, review 
the benefi ts of being a member or sponsor, view 
samples of past newsletters, or access our online 
member directory.

Questions or comments about the site?  Just email 
the MCA Headquarters: info@mnconstruction.org

For instant MCA access - 
the web is where it’s at!

http://www.mnconstruction.org
mailto:info@mnconstruction.org
http://www.mnconstruction.org
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Member to Member
KRAUS-ANDERSON CONSTRUCTION COMPANY (KA), 
one of the Midwest’s oldest and largest commercial general 
contractors and construction managers, last year experienced 
zero lost hours due to injury on job sites, an amazing statistic 
for this huge construction company that engaged over 1.2 
million man hours. 

KA has one of the best safety records in the construction 
industry.  KA’s safety record ranks among the top in the 
industry nationwide, a performance that has repeatedly earned 
the company the Governor’s Safety Award from the Minnesota 
Safety Council for excellence in workplace safety and health.

“On average, nearly 300 Minnesota workers are injured or 
become ill from job-related causes each day,” said Carol Bufton, 
president of the Minnesota Safety Council.  “Employers like 
Kraus-Anderson understand that a commitment to safety 
contributes to the health of their employees and their bottom 
line.”

KA’s safety record is no accident.  KA University administers 
ongoing safety training to all superintendents, project managers 
and onsite workers, and many of its offi ce employees.  Last 
month, KA University conducted a seminar entitled “The 
Professional in You” presented by Lake Superior College 
instructor, Barb Jones.  This activity was a part of the fi rst-ever 
combined all-employee meeting for both offi ces (Duluth and 
Bemidji) in the Northern Minnesota Region.  The groups met 
at the Saw Mill Inn in Grand Rapids, Minn. for a full day of 
meetings and training, which included Storm Water Pollution 
Protection Planning (SWPPP) training, as well as safety and 
back protection training. 

“There is no higher priority than job site safety,” said Jeff 
Iisakka, vice president and director of operations for KA’s 
Northern Minnesota regional offi ce.  “We train and work very 
hard to apply stringent standards that preserve safe working 
environments.”

KRAUS-ANDERSON CONSTRUCTION COMPANY (KA) 
today announced it has added two additional scholarships to 
the company’s Future Builders Scholarship program.  Created 
in 2008, the program offers funding for two annual $1,000 
scholarship opportunities.  The scholarships are specifi cally 
intended for high school seniors pursuing a degree in 
Commercial Construction Management.  In a joint venture 
with the Minnesota Association for Career and Technical 
Administrators (MACTA), Kraus-Anderson will extend one 
award to students in the Metro area and designate the other to 
students throughout great Minnesota.

“The scholarships are a part of a greater company effort to 
encourage and support students entering the construction 
industry,” said Mike Smoczyk, director of education for Kraus-
Anderson University, the company’s professional development 
program.

In 2008, scholarships were awarded to Martin Estes, from St. 
Paul Central High School and Danielle Rossow from Rothsay 
High School.  Both students are currently pursuing post-
secondary education in the construction fi eld.  The two 2009 
scholarship recipients will be named in late May.

Students interested in applying for a scholarship must complete 
an application, including a current high school grade transcript, 
recommendation letter from a high school instructor, a 
one-page statement describing their goals for a career in 
the construction industry and their plans to attend a post-
secondary construction program.  Payment of the awards will 
be made directly to the scholarship recipients after submitting 
an offi cial fi rst-semester college transcript indicating at least 
a 2.0 grade point average and enrollment in a post-secondary 
construction program.  Students may download a scholarship 
application from KA’s website (www.krausanderson.com).  
Application deadline is April 24, 2009.

To learn more about Kraus-Anderson’s Future Builders 
Scholarship contact Mike Smoczyk at 8625 Rendova Street 
NE, P.O. Box 158, Circle Pines, Minn. 55014; 763-792-3674; or 
mike.smoczyk@k-a-c.com.

Would you like to see your name 
or your company’s name in the 
Member To Member section of 

Construction Views?  

If so, please send all company 
press releases, announcements 

and updates to Corinna Hastings, 
Executive Director and Editor, 
at info@mnconstruction.org or 

4248 Park Glen Road, 
Minneapolis, MN 55416. 

http://www.krausanderson.com
mailto:mike.smoczyk@k-a-c.com
mailto:info@mnconstruction.org
http://www.mnconstruction.org
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MCA | Prospectors 

You only need to recruit 5 new members 
to become an MCA Prospector in 2009! 

Note: Recruiting a Company Membership 
counts as two (2) new members.

We Can’t 
Thank You 
Enough!

We thank the following 
Platinum Sponsor 

($1,000 level) for their support:

Kraus Anderson 
Construction Company

We thank the following 
Gold Sponsor 

($500 level) for their support:

Cobb, Strecker, Dunphy
& Zimmermann, Inc.

MCA
4248 Park Glen Road
Minneapolis, MN 55416
(952) 928–4646 • fax (952) 929–1318
www.mnconstruction.org
info@mnconstruction.org

Corinna Hastings
Executive Director and Editor

http://www.mnconstruction.org
mailto:info@mnconstruction.org
http://www.mnconstruction.org







