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Upcoming Events

WEDNESDAY, 
JANUARY 21, 2009

8:00-9:00 AM
Minneapolis Federal Reserve 

Bank Forecasting Seminar
Toby Madden (Minneapolis 

Federal Reserve Bank)
American Engineering Testing

550 Cleveland Avenue North
St. Paul, MN 55114

WEDNESDAY, 
JANUARY 28, 2009

6:00 – 9:00 PM
Awards of Excellence 

Dinner & Gala
Minneapolis Golf Club
Registration Deadline – 

January 20, 2009

WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 4, 2009

8:30 – 10:30 AM
2009 McGraw-Hill 

Construction Forecast
Cliff Brewis (McGraw-Hill 

Construction)
Mendakota Country Club

2075 Mendakota Drive
Mendota Heights, MN 55120

WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 18, 2009

8:00-9:00 AM
Collecting Money 

In A Down Economy
Patrick Lee O’Halloran & 

Dyanna L. Street (Fabyanske, 
Westra, Hart & Thomson)

8000 Norman Center Drive
Second Floor Conference Room

Bloomington, MN 55437 

TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 2009
MCA Scholarship 
Golf Tournament

The Links at 
Northfork Golf Course
Registration Deadline – 

May 22, 2009 

2009 Special Recognition Award 
Winner Announced
Stahl Construction will be honored on January 28, 2009 at the Annual MCA Awards Gala 
with a Special Recognition Award for the C.H. Robinson Worldwide Headquarters project.  

The C.H. Robinson Worldwide Headquarters project, also known as Eden Bluff II, takes 
advantage of scenic views, incorporates a three-story atrium, and features a glass accent wall 
and an open staircase with glass railings.  The 125,000-SF building includes galley kitchens, 18 
conference rooms, a two-story boardroom, and Class-A fi nishes such as slate wood fl ooring 
and wood paneling.

Criterion for the MCA Special Recognition Award winner includes a project that showcases 
a truly professional team effort, unique or visionary in design, and use of a broad range of 
skills and management systems.  The Awards Committee was very impressed by a variety of 
features of this project including achievement of local community economic goals, and a 
worker friendly, sustainable, and aesthetically pleasing design. The project is truly an amazing 
one for the entire community.

Register for the 2009 Awards of Excellence Gala 

by January 20th!

If you have not already done so, register today for the Fourteenth Annual 
MCA Awards of Excellence Gala being held on Wednesday, January 28 at the 
Minneapolis Golf Club.  

Please see the registration form in this month’s newsletter or visit 
www.mnconstruction.org for more information!
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PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN
By Patrick Lee O’Halloran

HAPPY 
NEW YEAR… 
from the Minnesota Construction 
Association!  At the beginning of 

the fi rst month of a new year, it certainly can be diffi cult to know where 
our industry and our individual fi rms are headed.  While each New Year 
brings its challenges, 2009 presents more challenges than many of us 
recall from the recent past.  With record unemployment, a global credit 
crunch, and the major stock indexes bouncing near the fl oor, optimism is 
in short supply.

But it can be found.  The construction industry provides tens of 
thousands of jobs in Minnesota alone each year.  Our hard working and 
entrepreneurial colleagues have long been a backbone of support for our 
economy.

If 2009 is to be the year that turns the corner, the construction industry 
will need to be ready at the wheel to steer us there.  The questions we face 
and the decisions we make on a daily basis will make all the difference.  
So as we tighten our belts and sharpen our pencils in anticipation of the 
coming construction season, we’d all do well to ask ourselves:

• What are particular challenges that face my company?

• Which of our skills are most needed in the current economy?

• What opportunities will this crisis present?

• What changes will I need to make?

Posing the questions is the easy part, but the answers will show us where 
the strength of our industry, and our economy, will come from in the 
coming year.  The better we can fi nd the answers to those questions, as an 
industry, the faster the hoped for turnaround will truly come.

MCA 2009
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
Patrick J. Lee-O’Halloran

Fabyanske, Westra, Hart 
& Thomson, P.A

VICE PRESIDENT
Gregg A. Johnson

Weis Builders

TREASURER
Robert Struve

American Engineering Testing, Inc.

SECRETARY
William L. Jundt
RJM Construction

PAST PRESIDENT
Phillip Baum

Steiner Development

DIRECTORS

Gary Heppelmann
BOR-SON Construction, Inc.

Jeremy Larson
Duke Construction

Mike Purfeerst
Steiner Construction Services, LLC

Michael A. Schoenecker
Winkelman Building Corp.

Alana Sunness Griffi th
Empirehouse, Inc.

Joel R. Swanson
HNTB Corporation

Rory Synstelien
Loucks Associates

STAFF

Corinna Hastings
Executive Director & EditorMCA is a non-profi t association dedicated to educating and promoting the construction industry. 

Statements of fact and opinion in this publication are the responsibility of the authors alone and do 
not necessarily refl ect or imply the opinion of the members, directors or staff of MCA.
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®

     MCA Supports the 
            Construction Industry
The Minnesota Construction Association (MCA) knows that many of our members are facing diffi cult times in 
the current economic crisis.  Unemployment numbers continue to rise and the construction industry has been 
particularly hard-hit.  As we all know, networking is one of the most important tools employed during a job search.  
MCA is reaching out to our members who are unemployed by offering a free 2009 individual membership and a 
discounted rate of $5 for MCA-sponsored breakfast programs (this rate does not apply to the February program).  
If you have recently become unemployed and are interested in taking part in this special program, please contact 
the MCA offi ce at (952) 928-4646.

2009 McGraw-Hill 

Construction Forecast

Join McGraw-Hill Construction, the Minnesota Chapter of the AGC and 
the Minnesota Construction Association on February 4, 2009, and get 
the vital information you need to solve real business challenges in 2009.

McGraw-Hill Construction’s Outlook 2009 Regional Conferences bring 
together local professionals from design and contracting fi rms, building 
product manufacturing fi rms, industry associations, and others associates 
to hear the construction industry forecast for 2009. Whether your fi rm 
specializes in commercial buildings, schools, healthcare facilities or public 
works and utilities, you need to hear where these markets are heading for 
the upcoming year. 

The information presented will be a detailed forecast of the industry’s 
economic environment and market trends. The Construction Outlook 
publication has become a mainstay of business planning for the 
construction and manufacturing industry since 1929.

Space is limited – Register for an Outlook 2009 
Regional Conference today!  MCA members can register 
at the discounted rate of $75 per person.

Visit http://construction.com/events/outlook2009regionalevents/register.asp 
to register today!

If you have any questions, please call (866) 727-3820 or
email sandy_singh@mcgraw-hill.com. 
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The Minnesota Construction 

Association is looking for 

support from MCA members 

and local businesses to offset 

the costs of the MCA 2009 

Scholarship Golf Tournament. 

We invite you to be a part of this 

event, which will provide you 

with an excellent opportunity 

to promote your organizations’ 

services to the construction 

industry in Minnesota. For more 

information, please visit http://

www.mnconstruction.org/golf.htm 

or call (952) 928-4646.

Learn more ONLINE! 

Visit the MCA Website

www.mnconstruction.org

Get information on upcoming events, review 
the benefi ts of being a member or sponsor, view 
samples of past newsletters, or access our online 
member directory.

Questions or comments about the site?  Just email 
the MCA Headquarters: info@mnconstruction.org

For instant MCA access - 
the web is where it’s at!

Golf Tournament

Sponsorship Opportunities
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Minnesota Construction Association (MCA) Program Registration
Pricing (per program): 

❑ Wednesday, January 21, 2009
❑ Wednesday, March 18, 2009 

$50 Non-Members
$35  Members at the door
$30  Members pre-registered & pre-paid
$25  each for three (3) or more individuals 
 from the same member company

Name(s) _____________________________________________ Phone ________________________________________________ 

Company __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address (non–members) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ Zip ____________________________

❑ Visa  ❑ MC       C.C. No. _______________________________________________ Exp. Date ____________________________  

Amount Enclosed $ ____________________

Return registration with payment to: 
MCA | 4248 Park Glen Road | Minneapolis, MN 55416

Phone (952) 928-4646 | Fax (952) 929-1318

Register now for MCA’s January Program!
____________________________________
Wednesday, January 21, 2009 | 8:00-9:00 AM

Minneapolis Federal Reserve Bank 

Forecasting Seminar

Presented by: Toby Madden

With a questionable economy and concerns about where the 
country is headed, we’ve invited Toby Madden from the 

Minneapolis Federal Reserve Bank to discuss what role the Bank plays 
in the state’s economy as well as the nation’s. 

Mr. Madden will begin with an overview of the Federal Reserve Bank 
and then answer the following questions: 

• What is the economic outlook for state, region, country, & world? 

• How does the economy affect the engineering, architecture, and
  construction (AEC) industries? 

• How does the economy affect state agencies/workers? 

• What new/growing markets are making an impact on businesses? 

• How has technology affected business and how will it continue 
  to make an impact?
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Minnesota
Construction
Association

Networking.
Business Development. 

Education.

Please help MCA welcome 
our newest member!

Terhaar, Archibald, 
Pfefferle & Griebel - 
Aaron Lorentz

We are a fi rm of 14 attorneys. Our practice includes 
defense, subrogation & insurance coverage. My focus is 
construction, contracts, insurance & subrogation. We 
are experienced in all aspects of litigation.  

JOB postings
Job Position: Estimator/Assistant Project Manager

Company: TMI Coatings, Inc.

Location: Eagan, MN

Status: FT

Relevant Work Experience: 48 months

Education: BS in Construction Management (or similarly related)

Job Description: TMI Coatings is a Painting and Restoration Contractor specializing in the application of protective coatings and 
linings. One-third of our business is sandblasting, rigging and painting, including hazardous paint removal, structural steel and 
bridges; one-third of our business is fl ooring and the remainder is building restoration. This position focuses on large municipal 
paint projects. Responsibilities include estimating/bidding large scale projects, reading plans and specifi cations, negotiating 
purchase orders, communicating with superintendents and interfacing with owners/engineers. Occasional travel, 1-2 times/
month for 1-2 days for pre-construction meetings or site inspections. Benefi ts offered include above average compensation with 
group health insurance, life insurance, 401K, and vacation. We are looking for an individual with experience in the construction 
fi eld who is willing to learn our business, has the ability to read and analyze drawings, understands specifi cations, has very good 
math skills and pays careful attention to detail. A fairly analytical, technical, methodical person that prefers a structured work 
environment may fi t well in this position. A Bachelors Degree in Construction Management or a similarly related fi eld required. 
Must have a minimum of 48 months experience. We encourage you to check out our web site at www.tmicoatings.com to learn 
more about our company.

Contact Information: Sarah Caesar/HR TMI Coatings, Inc. 651-452-6100 www.tmicoatings.com
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Member to Member
H J Development has awarded GENCON CONSTRUCTION the 
contract to be the construction manager for a new 9,600 square foot 
KinderCare Learning Center in the Crossroads East section of the 
Crossroads of Lakeville shopping center. The Center will be located at 
17420 Dodd Blvd, and is scheduled to be open in late winter of 2009.

Nucor Building Systems is proud to announce the appointment 
of the newest Nucor Builder for Minnesota. GENCON 
CONSTRUCTION joined the Nucor Building Network on 
November 18, 2008.  They will be a Nucor Builder for Hennepin 
County. Quality products are the hallmark of Nucor Building 
Systems and Gencon Construction.  Nucor Building Systems is an 
affi liate of the Nucor Corporation, a fortune 500 company and 
makers of Vulcraft joist and steel products.

GENCON CONSTRUCTION has been awarded the contract to be 
the construction manager for The Learning Experience (TLE), an 
education based day care service. The new facility will be located in 
Brooklyn Park, MN at the Park Place Promenade

The Learning Experience management team has been involved in 
building of over 2.5 million square feet, representing more than 200 
child care centers in 24 state and 4 countries.

The Brooklyn Park facility will be a 15, 000 square foot state of the 
art educational facility with all classrooms having video monitoring 
and hallway windows for parent and staff observation, combined 
with a high level of overall building security.

Michael Collins has joined AMERICAN 
ENGINEERING TESTING, INC. (AET) as 
a staff engineer in the construction services 
department at its Saint Paul offi ce and 
laboratory. He will provide consulting services 
in the areas of soil correction and deep 
foundations for building projects. 

Mr. Collins received his civil engineering 
degree from Fresno State University. He earned the degree while 
working full time as a geotechnical technician. Along with his 
degree he has over nine years of industry experience. He is originally 
from Bakersfi eld, California and currently resides with his family 
Maplewood, Minnesota.  

KRAUS-ANDERSON® CONSTRUCTION COMPANY (KA), one of 
the nation’s premier commercial general contractors and construction 
managers, has been selected to build a $6.9 million science building 
addition at Bemidji State University.  The 26,000-square-foot addition 
and renovation at Sattgast Hall will include new science, healthcare, 
and technology facilities, laboratories, classrooms and offi ces.  

Owned by Minnesota State Colleges and Universities (MnSCU), 
Sattgast Hall was originally constructed in 1962 with an addition 
built in 1989.  The new construction, expected to be completed in 
early 2010, will bring the science facility up to the standard set by 
the other universities within the state.   

“Student demand is increasing for wetlands and geology majors, 
and for collaborative degrees between environmental science 
and other majors, such as computer science, public health, and 
engineering,” said Jeff Sande, physical plant manager at Bemidji 
Sate University.  “In addition to building a state-of-the-art learning 
facility, we will create an integrated system with our other higher 
education partners.”

The proposed building additions will exceed the Minnesota Energy 
Code as required by MnSCU standards.  Structural, mechanical, 
electrical building systems will be designed with maximum 
fl exibility to facilitate future remodeling and reconfi guration of 
spaces.  

“Natural daylight will be utilized to supplement artifi cial lighting 
and appropriate sun-control measures will be taken to avoid 
unwanted heat gain,” said Bob Fitzgerald of Kraus-Anderson.  “All 
new lighting will be energy effi cient and will employ occupancy 
sensors.  And when we select building materials, we will favor 
renewable products and those that can be recycled.”

KA has completed several projects for Bemidji State University, 
including the Center for Advanced and Emerging Technology and 
the Hobson Memorial Union Food Court Remodel.  KA has also 
worked for MnSCU at Northwest Technical College in Bemidji to 
build the new Allied Center for Health Nursing School, which will 
utilize lab space at Sattgast.

Four Twin Cities project managers with KRAUS-ANDERSON® 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY (KA) have received their LEED 
accreditations from the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC).  
They are David Kray, Chris McKane, Patrick Mulcahey and Troy 
Stutz.

DAVID KRAY has 18 years of construction 
experience ranging from retail, distribution 
centers, recreational and public sector 
projects.  He has a B.S. degree in Business 
Administration and Construction 
Management from Mankato State University.

CHRIS MCKANE is a project manager and 
civil engineer and has worked extensively on 
senior housing, healthcare, corporate offi ces 
and retail projects in the Twin Cities.   He 
graduated from the University of Minnesota 
with a B.S. degree in Civil Engineering.
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Member to Member
PATRICK MULCAHEY has focused his 
work on education and retail construction.  
He served as project manager on numerous 
Twin Cities area schools and seven Cabela’s 
superstores.  Mulcahey earned his B.S. degree 
in Construction Management from the 
University of Minnesota.

TROY STUTZ has been a project manager and 
provided pre-construction and construction 
services for a variety of project types, including 
corporate offi ces, healthcare and higher 
education facilities.  He received his B.S. degree 
in Business Administration and Construction 
Management from Mankato State University

The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green 
Building Rating System™ is the nationally accepted benchmark for 
the design, construction, and operation of high performance green 
buildings.  LEED professional accreditation distinguishes building 
professionals with the knowledge and skills to successfully steward 
the rigorous goals for sustainable design and environmentally 
sensitive procedures throughout the building process. 

“More and more of our managers are becoming LEED certifi ed,” 
says John Campobasso, KA’s senior vice president of business 
development.  “This expertise is extremely important and keeps 
Kraus-Anderson at the forefront of sustainable development.” 

Kraus-Anderson (KA) is ranked among the top Green Contractors 
in the U.S. by Engineering News Record and has been leading 
the charge in sustainable design and construction for the last 
20 years.  KA has been involved in 19 LEED-registered projects, 
including Vanguard Offi ce Building the fi rst commercial building in 
Scottsdale, Ariz. to meet silver-level LEED certifi cation.  Westwood 
Elementary School in Zimmerman, Minn. was not only KA’s fi rst 
project to be awarded LEED certifi cation (2003) but was also the 
fi rst LEED-certifi ed project in the state.  In 2006, KA also managed 
construction on the 152,000-square-foot, LEED-certifi ed research 
and development facility for Boston Scientifi c in Maple Grove, 
Minn.

KRAUS-ANDERSON® CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY (KA), one of the Midwest’s oldest 
and largest commercial general contractors 
and construction managers, has promoted 
GREG FERN to vice president of marketing 
and business development.  Fern, a 38-year 
industry veteran, joined Kraus-Anderson in 
2005 as director of marketing and business 
development.  He works in the company’s 

Minneapolis headquarters.

In his new position, Fern will coordinate the business development 
efforts of Kraus-Anderson’s Minneapolis, St. Paul and Kansas City 
offi ces.  He will focus on branding and business development in 
healthcare, life sciences, corporate and senior housing markets.

Throughout his career, Fern has provided strategic council for 
prominent ENR 500 architectural, engineering and environmental 
fi rms with business and market planning, branding and marketing 
communications.  He was a principal at Symmes, Maini & McKee 
Associates and Braun Intertec, and was director of marketing 
at Setter, Leach & Lindstrom and for transit authorities in 
Minneapolis, Minn. and Cleveland, Ohio.

Fern received his bachelor’s degree in architecture from North 
Dakota State University.  He is a member of the American Institute 
of Architects, past national president of the Society for Marketing 
Professional Services and founding president of the local Twin Cities 
Chapter.  

Would you like to see your name 
or your company’s name in the 
Member To Member section of 
Construction Views?  

If so, please send all company 
press releases, announcements 
and updates to Corinna Hastings, 
Executive Director and Editor, 
at info@mnconstruction.org or 
4248 Park Glen Road, 
Minneapolis, MN 55416. 
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MCA | Prospectors 
The MCA Board of Directors would like 
to thank our 2008 prospectors for helping 
MCA grow!

Nathan Thome — Five new members

Phillip Baum — Four new members

Jeff Berends — One new member

Gary Heppelmann — Two new members

Mike Purfeerst — Two new members

Bob Struve — One new member

You only need to recruit 5 new members to 
become an MCA Prospector in 2009! 

Note: Recruiting a Company Membership 
counts as two (2) new members.

We Can’t 
Thank You 
Enough!

We thank the following 
Platinum Sponsors 

($1,000 level) for their support:

Cobb, Strecker, Dunphy
& Zimmermann, Inc.

Kraus Anderson 
Construction Company

Weis Builders

MCA
4248 Park Glen Road
Minneapolis, MN 55416
(952) 928–4646 • fax (952) 929–1318
www.mnconstruction.org
info@mnconstruction.org

Corinna Hastings
Executive Director and Editor






